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Triple-M MG
This note gives an overview – in the form of a family tree – of the
MG produced in the pre-war period, in particular the so-called
Triple-M cars from 1929 to 1936. The main tree criteria are the
number of seats, the number of cylinders, and whether the cars
were built to be raced. Production years are also indicated.

Introduction
Triple-M stands for Midget, Magna and Magnette, the names given to the 4-
cylinder (Midget) and 6-cylinder cars (Magna and Magnette, the designation
Magna preceded the Magnette range).
An overview of Triple-M cars can be found in the annexed figure. This is a
compilation and interpretation of different, excellent sources which usually
do not provide an overview in such a form1.
The single overhead camshaft Triple-M cars put MG on the automotive map
in the 1930s, with their race and record breaking exploits. The model varia-
tion may be quite confusing, the company constantly improving its models
as a result of its extensive competition program.
Eleven different models (C, D, F, J, K, L, M, N, P, Q, R) were produced
in seven years, from 1929 to 1936, compared with the T Type, which had
five different models in nineteen years (1936 to 1955; pre-war: TA, TB; after
WWII: TC, TD, TF).
The model subdivision is not always logical. A number 1 suffix (e.g. J1 or
F1) generally indicates a 4-seater body, while the number 2 suffix indicates
a 2-seater (e.g. J2 or F2). A number 3 or 4 suffix indicates a racing car (e.g.
J4 or K3). When the P Type and N Type came out in 1934, these numbered
designations were dropped. So there are P Type and N Type 2 and 4 seaters.

1Knowles, David (2023): MG Century, Quarto Publishing Group; Green, Malcolm (2011): MG Sport
Cars 1929-1936, OHC Midgets, Magnas and Magnettes, MG Car Club Triple-M Register; Monk, Richard
(1994): MG Collection, pre-war models, J. H. Haynes. Barry Walker, the famous Triple-M dealer based in
Alcester UK, also provides a similar synopsis on his homepage.
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Revised P Type and N Type were later called PB and NB.

Caveats
Producing synopses is always a challenging job implying a few caveats.
The annexed figure is subjectively sorted according to the number of seats
and the number of cylinders. Moreover, the racing cars, usually one-seater
or two-seater cars, are separately presented. These racing cars were meant
to be racing cars by the company. However, much more Triple-M cars were
raced during the considered period.
A second caveat concern the accuracy of the given production dates. There-
fore, we do not make any distinction between production versus sale date.
Moreover, depending on the source of information, you get different dates.

Disclaimer: All the information on this note is published in good faith and for general information purpose
only. The authors do not make any warranties about the completeness, reliability, and accuracy of this in-
formation. Any action you take with the information you find on this note is strictly at your own risk. The
authors are not liable for any losses and/or damages in connection with the use of this note. Contact us for
any comments and/or corrections you may have: heritageautomobile@cuche.net, https://cuche.net.

(compiled September 24, 2024)
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Annexe

MMM

2
seaters

4 cyl.

M Type Midget 1929-1932

J2 Midget 1932-1934

PB Midget 1935-1936
PA Midget 1934-1935

6 cyl.

F3 Magna 1932
F2 Magna 1932

L2 Magna 1933-1934

K2 Magnette 1934

NK Magnette 1934-1936
ND Magnette 1935-1936
NB Magnette 1935-1936
NA Magnette 1934-1935

race
cars

4 cyl.

C Type Midget Montlhéry
1931-1932

J3 Midget 1932-1933
J4 Midget 1933

Q Type Midget 1934

R Type Midget 1935

6 cyl.

K3 Magnette 1933-1934

NE Magnette 1934

4
seaters

4 cyl.

D Type Midget 1931-1932

J1 Midget 1932-1933

PB Midget 1935-1936
PA Midget 1934-1935

6 cyl.

F1 Magna 1931-1932

L1 Magna 1933

K1 Magnette 1932-1934

KN Magnette 1934-1935

NB Magnette 1935-1936
NA Magnette 1934-1935

Figure 1: Triple-M MG.
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